CHAPTER  XIX
COMMUNICATIONS----ROADS,   RAILWAYS,   CANALS
THE chief lines of communication in the Madras
Presidency by means of roads, which were originally made
to satisfy military requirements, are the northern road
from Madras to Calcutta, the southern to the Travancore
frontier, and the western to Calicut in Malabar. Tlpu
Sultan is said to have been the pioneer of the roads in
Malabar, making, in the course of his campaigns, an
extensive chain of roads, which connected all the principal
places of Malabar, and pervaded the wildest parts of the
country. Traffic along the roads is mainly carried on by
means of springless bullock-carts, and two-wheeled covered
boxes with Venetian windows called jutkas (jhatka, swift),
drawn by country-bred ponies or tattoos (tats). The
palanquin of former days is now only found in out-of-the-
way places ; but I have travelled along the high road in
South Canara in a muncheel or hammock-litter with a
cover to keep off the sun and rain, carried on the shoulders
of coolies. The name Boy, applied by Anglo-Indians to
their domestic servants, is derived from the Bestha or Boyi
caste, which was, in former times, employed in carrying
palanquins. Thus it is recorded by Carraccioli, in his
' Life of Lord Clive,' that the Boys with Colonel Lawrence's
palankeen, having straggled a little out of the line of
march, were picked up by the Marathas. Writing in 1563,
Barros states that " there are men who carry the umbrella
so dexterously to ward off the sun that, although their